L
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ABOUT THE ARKANS
FAI R HOUSI NG COMM

Ml SSI SMINATEMENT

mi ssion of the Arkansas Fair Housing Commi s
olve complaints alleging violations of the Al
the basis of race, col or, nati onal origin, r
of 18 Iliving with parents or | egal custodi g
l dren under the age of 18) and handicap (dis
er assistance to federal, state, | ocal and
rating programs to prevent or el iminate di s
cation and outreach program to prevent discri
THEARKANS A8 1 RIOUS|I MG T

1785 of 2001, codifi2@®dlatttAslkg. Coides Ame. eAh
Arkansas Fair Housing Act and the Arkansas
ansas to become one of 38 states to enact f ai
r R Housing Act.

h this | egislation, the Arkansas Gener al As
sing and other real estate without discrimin
, disability, or familial statuséis recogni z
03.

seeking to protect the publicbébs access to f

ognized that Aithe right to seek housing und
ety, and wel farel2®30r.k. Code Ann. A 16

| egi sl ature provided that the Arkansas Fair
regul ations required by this subchapter ar e
sing | aws, as recognized by the appropriate
federal fair housing238&8s.0 Ark. Code Ann. A

July of 2003, Arkansas passed a fair housin
an Development (HUD) recognized as being sub
(also known as Title VIII) and Act 1785 of =
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ABOUT THE ARKANS.
FAI R HOUSI NG COMMI

THEHI STORFTHECOMMI SSI ON

Il n January of 2001, Arkansas began to amend it
obtaining substanti al equi val ency. Over the f ol
and Urban Development (HUD) provided technical é
in developing its fair housing | aw. During thi

Commi ssappointing 13 commissioners and hiring a
investigate complaints filed under i1its new fair

amended fair housing |l aw that is substantially e

With the passage of Act 1785 of 2001 (as amende
Housing Act as being Asubstantially equivalent
Arkansas to join other States already particip
(FHAP) .

I n a ceremony held on August 20, 2003, HUD Assi s
Governor Mi ke Huckabee and HUD FHEO Regional D
addition of the State of Arkansas to the Fair Hc

Approxi mately 50 people attended the ceremony h
including Little Rock Mayor Jim Dail ey, me mber
representatives from the Arkansas Real tors As s
Diversity Commission, the National Association
HUD Little Rock field office.

The Arkansas Fair Housing Commission held its
September 16, 2003, and opened its first per ma
Avenue, Suite 114, Little Rock, Arkansas. The
Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m. at 101 E. Cs

AFHC 2017 Annual Repordt to the 1



ORGANI

The
wh om
and

ZATI

Arkansas Fair Housing
are appointed by the
three (3) by the Senat
representatives and seven (

Commi ssioner-geaervermeurexcept

O N ATLU RBE

Commi ssion Teegseéent g7
Governor ; three (3)
e Pro Tempore. Si x
7) are consumer repr
that the initial

with six (6)yesaer vtienrgm aa ntdwos e v eyne a(r7 )t esrenmm.v i Nlog @Go nir
serve more thgpatwoe(my; fbowever, Commi ssioner s
Each congressional district must be represented

Commissioner Appointment City/County/
Congressional District

Sean Wil l i angs Governo Wynn/ Cross/ Distrig¢gt 1
Leon Jones Speaker Fayettevill e/ Washinglgon/
Rebecca Finnpy Governo Little Rock/ Pulaskil Di
Annie M. Abrgdms Senat e Little Rock/ Pul askilf/ Di s
Tonya KendrikK Speaker Her mitage/ Bradley/ Qi str
Craig Carney Senat e Rogers/ Benton/ Di stfict
Christia Jonjles Governo Lonoke/ Lonoke/ Distfpict
Sarah Rector Governo Little Rock/ Pul askil/ Di s
Tim Janacek Governo Rogers/Benton/DistIrict
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ORGANI ZATI1 ONATLU RSET

The Commi ssi on consi st Eddc aftdwrn, Cdmemistotnenesd Fir
Commi ttee charges are detailed bel ow:

Education Committee: The Education Committee is responsible for assisting the Executive Director in

providing fair housing education and outreach to Arkansans regarding the Arkansas Fair Housing Act.

Personnel Committee: The Personnel Committee is responsible for providing personnel policy

recommendations to the Commission.

Finance Committee: The Finance Committee is responsible for reviewing agency finance reports
presented by the Executive Director and assisting the Executive Director as necessary to work toward

the budget for each legislative session.

Legislative Committee: The Legislative Committee works with the Executive Director and the legislature

to facilitate the progression of the Arkansas Fair Housing Commission.

AGENCY STAFFI NG

The Commi ssion has thirteen budgeted personnel p
Services Manager; (1) Fi scal Support Supervisor ;
|l nvestigator ; (5) |l nvestigator s; (1), Grants An:
| nformati on Specialist. Additionall vy, t he Commi s
General 6s Office to provide technical and | egal a
The Commi ssion is responsible for providing tech
reall estate professional s, l ender s, architect s, C
public on fair housing/fair | ending regulations i

during the administrative and adjudicative proce:

and outreach events throughout the state in furth

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor5t to the 1



EXECUTI VE LEADE

Ar kansas Fair-r Housing Commi ssion Execut.i

Car ol Johnson, sJthe, EMeAuti ve Director of the Ar ka
state agency in Arkansas specifically charged with
a qujausdii ci al , regulatory, enfor
receiving, investigating and ot
fair |l ending complaints within

The Arkansas Legislature establ
1785 of 2001, and delegated to

to enforce fair housing and f ai

Arkansas. The | aw was amended i
equival ent t o t he feder al f a
Commi ssion works in collaborati

Housing and Urban Devel opment (
federal fair housing and fair | ¢

Director Johnson has wor ked un

hi ghest executive |l eadership of
and now Hutchinson. Since beco
2005, Director Johnson was i n
Commi ssion from its infancy st a

newly for mebdui d @pagi tor gani zati or
Housing Assistance Program to a fully functioning .
rights enforcement agency.

During her tenure at t he Commi ssi on, Director Johns
cases and has assisted many Arkansas municipalitie:
comply with zoning requirements, including the City

and the CitWwdditDewmal iy, Director Johnson has wor Kk

other housing providers to |l end critical technical

public interest and the needs of the housing indust
Director Johnson has developed a number of innovati.i
to increase fair housing awareness. I n 2010, Direct
Progdamcoll aborative effort with colleges and univel

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporét to the 1



EXECUTI VE LEADE

The program offers college students an opportunity to
at the ground | evel to assist in spreading the word a
wi de range of opportunities for personal and professi
in fair housing/fair I ending events statewide. AFHC A
ci vil rights issues with peers, community representat
build stronger communities and create attitudes that

in the State of Arkansas. AFHC Ambassadors serve a Vi
state.

In 2011, to advance the objective of affirmatively fu
into a | andmark continuing Memorandum of Understandi |
(ADFA). This program requires developers, contractors

Arkansas to receive fair housing training with the Co

f u

t e

pr

Di
Sp
t h

A

he
Wo
t h

Ms .

nds that ADFA administers. This program has hel ped
rms of requiring accountability for awareness of f
ovide services with the state of Arkansas.

rector Johnsondés career includes work in public rel
rings -RBeecndaricdhednd internships in the Public Relation
e University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. |
|l icensed attorney, Director Johnson has worked in v
Il d a clerkship with the Arkansas Attorney General 6s
rkersd Compensati on e mnwriosswii eowms peefr fAdmiimigstrati ve La

e Arkansas Department of Health and -HagnaectSecasese.s

Johnson is a former Deputy Prosecuting Attorney f
rector Johnson has served on numerous boards and <co
ternational Association of Official Human Rights Ag
vocate Award FfAmaluiadt Nexrt Geme Phbl ic Service Awards
hi evement 6 by the Young Government Leaders (YGL) an
kansas Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commi ssion on
ate and nabioeat obodoklsson holds a Bachel or of Scie
Fort Wort h, Texas; a Master of Arts degree from th
om the University of Arkansas at Little Rock Willial

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor7t to the 1



IT'S NOT EASY
TO TURN OFF

THE LIGHTS

IF YOU
CAN'T

REACH THE

SWITCH

The Fair Housing Act requires that most multifamily dwellings built for first occupancy after March 1991
contain accessible light switches, outlets, thermostats, entrances and common areas, as well as usable
kitchens and bathrooms. The Act also prohibits discrimination in housing based on disability, race, color,
national origin, religion, sex and familial status.

Visit fairhousing.arkansas.gov or call the

Arkansas Fair Housing Commission
501-682-FAIR (3247) 800-840-9108

Fair Housing Is Your Right. Use It!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status or disability. For more information, visit
www.fairhousing.arkansas.gov or www.hud.gov/fairhousing.

t
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ENFORCEME

A quapudicial, regul atory, ctilel rights agenc)
. . cordin t.o _the

Ar kansas Failr Ho us i insg A(”fommlsgslon
estimate U.S. Ce

commi tted to enforcing fair housing apggd, Jfair |

Ar k an shasst. h e only state enforcemefNtar R €N4C o f
dedicated sol ely t o t he protectArokhan®dnscawve lu

Arkansddae Commi ssionds role is vital the adee opr d
the rights of Arkansans to hav® Fepahe arcecsed fd£nt
Commi ssion also is commitment toUPt pPd%fqQfi thgnp

adjudication of fair housing and fairp?réthdaitrigon(
T Only 20% of

The enabling | egislation for t he Avrkamsass Fhaiv
(Act 1785 of 2001) is coiZ20kd at bArkel €Crodse dlerm!
et semdvas passed as a directf 2%%ulotf oAr kansa
recommendation by the Arkansas Advisor® N®dmmVt
Uu. S. Commi ssion on Civil Right'uslﬁ(gog%frdplrr%(ganaanns
rights enforcement in Arkansas. 65 years or o

T 237,311 Arkansan

The Arkansas Advisory Committee to thweetldr@ns C

on Civil Rights revisited the issuf® Nefrky alt7e%vio
civil riglh3 swiitnh 2a0nlo2t her series of\r bamsiaing Reawne
which incorporated testimony by va%endddl &% A&
: : , . f More t han 1?%
of ficials, public interests groups, |legal enti't
Arkansans | ive
|l n a0 1W3ot e, the Advisory Committeetheepowanetnydd
amendment to existing |l egi slation to al |l ow
enf orcement of housi ng, empl oyment and p
accommodati ons, citihgrispescsadsi €alkry that the
Housing Commission was |listed 1 n 2011 as one
best operating fair housi rmghdagenci es 1 n the ne

recommending expanding t he Ar kansas Fair Ho u :
Commi ssion'"s duties to include publ'tc accommod

and empl oyment. AFHC 2017 Annual Repordt to the |



REGULATORY ANDORY
AUTHORITY

Arkansas Fair Housing Act (Act 1785 of 20
Ar k. Code ARmBh0atAAs ddb.

The Arkansas Fair Housing Act i's substantiall
(Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 a
any person in the rental, sale and financing
religion, sex, familial status and disability.

extends al so to:

R The design and construction of housing for tt

R The appraising of dwellings;
B The providing of insurance for dwellings; anc
B The I ending for dwellings (including unfair &

The Commi ssion opfudiesahs mequbaiory enforcen
Arkansas Workerds Compensation Commi ssi on, pr
adjudication of fair housing and fair l endi n

l'itigation.

A state agency, the Commission is funded prin
revenue and maintains a Cooperative Agreement

Urban Devel opment (HUD) to enforce fair housi

noncompetitive award process. Under this Coop:
cases originating in Arkansas to the Commissio
bet ween the state and feder al entities provide
for Arkansans by facilitating state enforcemer
occurring within Arkansas; by facilitating | oc
l ender s, management agents and housing author

case processing system.

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlt0 to the 1



T

The right to equal opportunity
|l aw under the Fair Housing Act
Act of 1964 as amended) .

I n 2003, Arkansas took broad si
protections were provided wunde
majority of the nation in havi.

The passage of the Arkansas Fa
state to collaborate with HUD

forcement to affirmatively fur
nearly three million residents.

The Arkansas Fair Housing Act

stantially equivalent to the f
resulting in housing discrimin
state complaint processing. At
sures that the substantive and
er al Fair Housing Act is not c

of benefit to the state, i's H
cessing to the state in which

| owing for comprehensive state
conciliatory and enforcement a
ties to a fair housing or fair
enforcement professionals oftel
|l ocal housing stock and trends
site of the alleged discrimina

case processing.

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporltl to the 1



results in a shi
vernment to the st
of the federal

tification, an ag:¢
iI's substantially

i ng Act

THE ARKANSASUBAINK KKOMMI SSle®Odynized

a fAsubstantially equivalento agency and, a
the enforcement of the Arkansas Fair Housi
t ween the Commission and HUD, HUD refers t
under the jurisdiction of the State of Arka

The Commi ssion Agraduatedo from interim to
gates all all egations of Title VIII fair h

the state of Arkansas.

Since the inception of the Commission, Titl
Arkansas have been constantly rising. Cases
al administrative and judicial l evel s, now
| evel

The Arkansas Fair Housing Commission 2017
notes the state processing of fair housi ni
fclasses protectedo as enumerated by statut

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlt2 to the 1



REGULATORY ANDORY
AUTHORITY

The Arkansas Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimi.@

race, color, nati onal origin, religlon, sex, f am
children under the age of 18 I|living with parents
pregnant women; and people securing stody of <chi

age of 18); and disability. Reta P Al against a
exercise or assisting another i ise of
fair Iending right also is a pr ctice
Il n FY2017, the Commi ssi on A | of 20
that were filed and those resol ve ing al |l
ing and fair | ending violations occurring Statewi
based on retaliation and harassment .

Noted below is a breakdown of fair housing/fair |

were resolved based on the Rl kaged discri mi natory

note that the total number charted bel ow may repr
ber greater than the total processed compl aints a
gations involved more than one of the protected be

Lo 2 2 2z

: =10).0)|=

ﬁ| | ||_ ) [
2 22

SEOAAI 9AAO dal Ya #AOA BONCINAVASOIONEN NGNS

Il OEAT OAO &AEO (I OOEI C

3Y-E & %a k¥zAaadal ¢
$gdg] '"Yeaddadd 41 YI mk

/| Y| agtYd 4 }4pé
3] da_ag edekE)Mj Ykke] fl

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlt3 to the 1



FY201/7 ENFORQIDBDMI
CASE PROCESSI

Notabl vy, case processing -raecltaitveid i-eeldaitmeado ¢ avli Ingg
di scriminatory conduct continues to be the tw
Within the categdnry edf coimpali nhittsy there contir
involving barriers to accessible housing for d

and construction and reasonabl e modifications

ARKANSAS FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION
FY17 CASE PROCESSING STATS
BASED ON TYPE

M Race

m Color

® National Origin
M Sex

m Disability

® Religion

= Familial Status

™ Retaliation/Harassment

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporltd to t he I



FY201/7 ENFORQIBME
CASE PROCESSI N

Since its iArckmnsms thleali r HoUuS hasg woCloendmd i

to protect the housing and |l ending rights of Ar

Fair Housing Agencies nationally, o6 (Garry Swee
Annual Fair Housing Month Activities at the Gov,
I n enforcing the provisions of Title VIII, the
access to housing by providing all/l parties wit

I mprove housing opportunities.

The Commissioaf hegitsitBginpolbycwor&ihmgngwd t h mun

housing providers to develop and i mpl ement pol |
with fair housing and fair | ending | aws, i . e.
Hot Springs. The Commi ssion provided technical

T The City of Little Rock Housing Authority (no\
policy related to documentation necessary to |
case file with the Commission.

T The City of DeWitt amended its discriminatory
from constructing an awning to protect her for

home as a result of a fair housing case filed

T The City of Hot Springs amended its city ordi|

comply with fair housing | aws as a result of a
T The City of Jonesboro amended its city ordina
comply with fair housing | aws as a result of a

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlts to the 1



HI GHLI GHTED ENFC
AND CASE PROCES:¢

The Commi ssion @il evialdsnigst ¢ eichnitoat heasgsinset
housing providers, home seekers, housing dev

creation and i mplementation of
T Comprehensive train
T Conciliation/ Medi at

T Adjudication (Admin

The Commi sSsi on has S
a number of fair h o

cases since its ince|

T I'n a case i nvol vin
the Commission neg:
i nterest rate on a

where a buyer was

out a veteranodés | oa
eligible and was ¢
and fees connected to the conventional | oan
T Where a disabled resident wa s not all owed t
medi cal documentation necessitating one, t h

damages for the Compl ainant ;

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlt6 to t he 1



HI GHLI GHTED ENFOF
AND CASE PROCES

9 The Commi ssion assisted a tenant who was evi

had been subjected to harassment and intimid

T The Commi ssion charged a se

t hat subsequently was l i ti ga
several tenants alleged they
favor s I n exchange for free

subjected t o numer ous unwant

| andl or d;

T The Commi ssion also is acti
“fair l endi ng cases and has r
Il ending cases as a result of

predatory |l ending schemes; an

1 The Commi ssi on recovered ec
fair l endi ng case where the

di sadbielliatgyd i ncome for an app

1 The Commi ssi on recovered $2

damages in a complaint again
Mortgage where Complainant all eges Responden
home equity | oan application by purposefully
hard credit check until her credit score dr

| oan.

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlt7 to the I



HI GHLI GHTED ENFC
AND CASE PROCES:¢

9§ The Commi ssion conciliated public relief -wh
di scriminatory advertisement in violation
of far housing | aw

newspaper publ i s-pad
fair housing advert
edition owveornt m pew
printed a retractio

advertising.

T The Commi ssion ass:|i
children had beer

di scriminatory pol.

é&'z;;ﬂrm‘“s
status; ° :

T The Commi ssi on hel |
was subjected t o a
Avisitoro policy be

anot her race at her

T A housi ng aut horit

provi de -ISapnagnuiasghe ser vi ces wher e

this assistance was need to secfivededdpeojpe

¢ The Commi ssion conciliated a number of fair

reasonabl e accommodation for a service or e

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlt8 to the 1



HI GHLI GHTED ENFOF
AND CASE PROCES

T The Commission <conciliated a case against i
owned an managed a-f ammbg
housing devel opment s I n
surrounding states upon

were subjecting tenants t
terms and conditions of r
sex. The management comp
complaint for $25, 000 and
changes at the Little Rock

T In a fair l ending case,
~damages of $25, 000 wher e
stated she was denied an

a home in violation of f ai

1T The Compl ainant-relnataddic
received a designated hanc
wher e it was all eged ma n

provide her the necessary

T University students i1invo
fair housing complaint were returned the dol
who was basing deposit amounts based on the
student renters were returned their fAdoubl ed

its rental policy.

AFHC 2017 Annual Reporlt9 to the 1



HI GHLI GHTED ENFC
AND CASE PROCES:¢

T An housing provider doing business in the ¢
t he Design and Construction Accessibility
providing accessible routes between two afg
mobility i mpairment an eaual obpportunityv
to enjoy the benef
Additionall vy, t he
agreed to monetary
the public interest
i s accessible to i
and/ or pot endtevaeln rt

with a disability.

7T A Senior Resi den
Sherwood was requi
bar s as a reasonat
request for an el
tenant and rent cCo

the conciliation ag

State of Arkansas _

Fair Housing
Commission

Fair Housing Opens Doors

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2t0 to t he 1



HI GHLI GHTED ENFOF
AND CASE PROCES

T The Commi ssion asspesalkidng fSgpminliyshresi di ng i1

unabl e to understand all the documents she \
of the conciliation agreement, Respondent s |
process fospe@mamigshapplic
tenantsgditionally, Responc
| anguage identification fI

transl ation services to ap

7T A housing provider was
tenants to have emotional

them in the dwelling.

T The Commi ssion awarded d
di scrimination case agains
where the apartments refus
all ow residence to a qual:.

of state and feder al fair

FAI R HOUSI NG OP
DOORS!

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2tl to the I



FY201/7 ENFORQIDBDMI
CASE PROCESSI |

| n FYy 2017, t he Commi ssi on continued to wor k

rights for Arkansans.

The Commi ssion received 630 calls alleging fa
performed a preliminary evalwuation of those ¢
jurisdiction to investigate those complaints,
housing provider, l ender, appraiser, devel ope
violated state or federal fair housing/fair |e

The Commi ssion receives complaints of fair h

number of sources, including direct calls to t
noprofit, state and federal entities.

As a result of calls made directly to the Con
from the HUD, the Office of the Arkansas Attor
and/ or ot her l ocal , state and feder al partner
housing/fair | ending complaints during the fis

COMPLAIRMRIOCESSI NG

|l nquiries i nvol ving a possi bl e fair housing
Commi ssion or to HUD. As per the Cooperative
HUD refers most inquiries and/or complaints ba

Commi ssion f or ipnrqouciersyso mtgact Amher eby the publi
the Commi ssion on nigtnsaryg catlisvoi theesmadden t o ascert
providerodés action falls within | egal boundar.i

Commi ssionds jurisdiction are referred to the

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2t2 to the I



REGULATOR
AUTH

Y ANDORY
ORI TY

Once madegueamny becoomplaAdc ampliasi nan i nquiry that i
whi ch, I f true, woul d constitute a violation
conducts i ntakdewhted hpur itdhcai catliloengati ons as all eg
Acotand ti médwhefhéeér nghe complaining party has fil
i mitations. A complaining party must file a co
date of the | ast all eged discriminatory act. L
compl aining party obtains private | egal counsel
I n some instances, the Commi ssion refers cases
processing based on possi bl e violdftoronisnsotfanatel
invol ving housing providers which receive feder
may be apparent . Additionally, cases invol ving
government al agenci es. I n one instance, an Ar kal
Justice (DOJ) after investigation revealed all e
chil d.
When a claim is determined to have i sgfufisr gmadd,
compliasi nfti |l ed, an investigation conducted and an
The Commi ssi oncowiclillbiestttiemsanmptt he parti es at al |l |
processencAliatiaom aqr esmheontceabl e agreement betw
satisfy the needs of each party and the publ i
approved by the Commission as satisfying the put
AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2t3 to the 1



FAI R HOUSI NG MENH
AND CASE PROCES:¢

|l f the parties reach a mutual |y wigtrhederaabwne wsiotlh
and the case is closed to further i nwédshtdirgamni o

resol.utiPon or t owia haasaevnb emin gh oault!l rpeasrotliuegs owmi | |

t o present any document s, statement s, wi tnes
i nvestigati vewptbdeawn Whtmawywytprecseoeédti ona | ud
the complaining party elects to proceed with
fair I ending viol ayteiaorn sftaatlust ewiafhilni mihtea ttiwoon s |
Il n some instances, the Commission may i ssue a
complaining party fails to cooperate in the |
jurisdiction. The Commission wil/|l prepare a
investigative process.

The Commission wil/l make a determination of wt
violation of fair housing/fair | ending | aws h:¢

ei t heNaCa@siendi cating a conclusion that no reas
housing/ fair l ending vi €laasieorriolmaisl¢ aotcicrug radico
reasonabl e cause exists to believe that a f ai
Commi ssion finds that reasonabl e cause exists

violation has occurred, Cthlae g@odAamiegses o ws @i Iclo mp ¢

adjudicated by the Full Commission.
The Commission will Qhoaringees dlelenpanstsiuesd tamat t d e
have the case heard before the Full Commi ssi

jurisdiction.

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2t4 to the 1



REGULATORY ANDORY

AUTHORI

A

L]

TY

Many cases were resolved w
a Conciliation/ Medi ation ¢
tive Resol utpiroonv i mr cmge sas € 0O ¢

efit to affected parties (litigation and attorney®

fees and court <costs) and
ing strain on the federal
t em.

MI SSI ON: The Arkansas Fair Housing Comm
investigat e, conci iate and/or resolve compl
Fair Housing Act which prohibits discriminat

origin, religion, sex, familial status (in
with parents or | egal custodians, pregnant
children under the age of 18) and disability
and other assistance to federal, stat e, | oc
are formul ati or operating programs to
housing practices; and to establish an educ
di scriminatory housi

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2ts to t he
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ENFORCEME

The Commi ssion receives

including those calls which do not ul t i m
cal l may f ai l to materialize into a fair
a violation covered by fair housing rul ef§g
Il n 2017, t he Commi ssi on r eceirveeldat4ea7 amdal
housi @mlgated cases, representing a slight
previous fiscal year.

The increasegelmatbdusiahngs due to the Ark

Educati on

housing rights,

Outreach

efforts

obligations

designed

and

responsi |

t o

hundr edesl| atfe dc adéd'mplaa|

at el
hou

an

Ipso tr

ansa

i ncr

Pl

AFHC 2017

Annual
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ENFORCEME

HOUSING DISCRININATION
HAS NO PLACE IN OUR NATION

e “The apartment | told you about on the phone has been rented.”
e “We only take people who speak English.”

LEARN SOME POSSIBLE SIGNS SO YOU CAN HELPP STORP IT.

e “The ad was wrong — the rent is really $75 more.”

e “We don’t take kids.”
e “We don’t take teenagers.”
e “| can’t assign you a handicap parking space.”
THE ONLY WAY TO STOPP HOUSING DISCRIMMINATION IS FOR YOU TO REFPORT IT.
ERUSERIRNY

Visit www.fairhousing.arkansas.gov or call the
Arkansas Fair Housing Commission at
501-682-FAIR (3247) 800-840-9108

ENT
q‘??:w‘ oﬁ's'oo
5" III III tgz The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, family
=1 e * @ status or disability. For more information, visit www.fair i gov
E~ = or www.hud.gov/fairhousing.
%
e, o)
“AN DEVE™
Annual Repor2t7 t o
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ENFORCEME

The Commi ssion works to enhance the qua
access to housing and upholding civil

| ongstanding and active member of the I
Human Rights Agencies (I AOHRA), the C
promoting fair and equal access

DI'D YOU KNOW???

Near |l vy 24% of all Arkansans are under th age o
Femal e Residents make up 51% of the stat popul a
Only 20% of Arkansans have bachel ords dggrees

25% of Arkansans are minority
15% of Arkansans are 65 years or ol der
237,311 Arkansans are veterans

Nearly 17% of Arkansans have an idenfgified disab

bel pw the povert

More than 19% of Arkansans | ive

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2t8 to the 1



ENFORCEME

Fair Housing/ Fair Lending an

Within its borders, Arkansas houses all the <cl a
human rights) | egislation:

Race, color and national origin | A 25% are min
Religion | A 4.5% are foreign born residents
Sex | A 51% are female

Familial Status | A 24% are children under the
Disability | A 17% have an identified disabilit

Common Myt hs

§ Discrimination i-sexnedvtemée afrd gyt niomm t hat many ArKk

various forms of discrimination in a pervasiyve
|l evel than previously and which may not be as

§ Housing discrimination often is solely bas&d o
many of the classes protected by the Act (sex,
regard to the race, color or national origin o
action.

§ Discrimination only occur s-ew0dhbmp edopeleq susdfi cleosw e
from a personbés value or believe system often
i's real or perceived. For example, a person o
means simply because of their race or national

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor2t9 to the 1



ENFORCEME

Alicia W.
Irag and Afghanistan
War Veteran

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION. IT'S UNLAWFUL,
UNFAIR AND UN-AMERICAN.

She fought overseas for her country and shouldn’t have to fight housing discrimination based
on her race here at home. The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits housing discrimination because
of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, familial status or disability. If you suspect housing
discrimination, contact HUD or Arkansas Fair Housing Commission.

Fair Housing Is Your Right. Use It.

Visit www.fairhousing.arkansas.gov or call the
Arkansas Fair Housing Commission
501-682-FAIR (3247) 800-840-9108

N\ENT ok

27 e m
y il ) 0

N DE\Iﬁ\'

The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination because ol’ race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status or disability. For more information, visit
gov or www._hud_gov/fairhousing.

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor3dt0 to the 1



FI SCAL | NT

In 2005, the Commission had a federal fair hou
$100, 000 and a limited staff of four to enforc
Through i1its enforcement and outreach efforts,
feder al support for Arkansasdé fair housing and
mi ssionbés | evel of federal funding support has

The Commi ssion secured a $215,510 competitive

ing providers, contractors, developers, Il ender
ket about the expansion of HUD regul ations to
community and marital status and to support it
Consequently, the Commission brought in nearly
kansas in FY 2011 to be used to help i mprove t

l'y has approximately 1,500,000.00 in federal C
jority of the agencyds appropriated operating

FAI R HOUSI N

The Arkansas Fair Housing Commission brings a

million residents in providing fair housing a
I nherent in the need for the enforcement of f &
i ng testifying annually before the Arkansas
state civil and human rights enforcement 1is th
3 Why Arkansas needs <civil and human rights

3 How the Arkansas Fair Housing Commission

3 How the General Assembly can continue sup
needs of Arkansans

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor3dtl to the 1



FAI R HOUSI NGEN IMF

It is well documented tF
nocusing access continu
segregated communities w

Consistently, t he St at e
barriers to fair housing
Plan submitted to the U.
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as part of its

The Arkansas Devel opment Finance Aut hority ( ADF /

Commi ssi on (AEDC) , t he Arkansas Depart ment of H
Depart ment of Heal t h ( ADH) are required to affir]
funding. The Commi ssion serves on the Consolidated
The State of Arkansas Annual Update to the Conso
Housing identities some major fair housing i mpedi:H
l ending crisis and accompanying increased foreclc
| oans, despite the fact t hat African Americans anc
percentages of the stateds popul ati on, respectivel
fair housing/fair | ending enforcement, education a

open housing access.

The Commi ssion wil|l continue to work with ADFA, A
Pl an process to affirmatively further fair housi ni
fair housing i mpedi ments.

By working cooperatively with these agencies red
Housing Commission is assisting opening housing ac

> Affordable HOADIFAY; ( HOME
Homel ess and Speci al Needs HoudshHiS)) ( Hmer g
Housing Opportunities fordAMedsons wi tfh Al

Economic Devel opment ( CommunidtAyE DOV, e lfanpdme

VL

Anpoverty strategies

AFHC 2017 Annual Repor3dt2 to the 1



FAI R HOUSI NGWCA

Litigating Fair Housing (
Di sparate I mpact Theo

Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs

On June 25, 2015, thed4d SupatemeoCoiumg paliedi &s and p

under the Feder al Fair Housing Act based on dispar

not be facially discriminatory to have harmfoliteff
need only have an adverse impact on a class of per:
This-alwang ed ruling was one of the most highly anti
pl acement of tax credit developments. Originally f
filed a disparate i mpact claim against the Texas
( TDHCA) alleging that it was disproportionately aw
nei ghborhoods. More specifically, | CP c¢cl aimed that
manner in which it was awarding the tax credits. T
appeared race neutral, they in fact had a discri mi

The |l awsuit was brought so that TDHCA would c¢chang
awards of | ow income housing tax credits in more s
established its claim of disparate impact and prov
awarding of the credits to assure a more equal di s

court ruling, but the Fifth Circuit upheld the Dis

recognizable under the Fair Housing Act (AFHAO) . P
sessment of Fair Housing (AFH), which set out the

pact l'iability wunder the Fair Housing Act. This r
showing that the challenged practice had a discrim
fendant to show that the practice is in fact neces

was not the burden of TDHCA to prove there were i

creditso.
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FAI R HOUSI NGWCA

TDHCA filed a writ of certiorar:i (request to
di sparate I mpact cases are recognizabl e under
Justice Anthony Kennedy delivered the Court
cognizabl e wunder the Fair Housing Act. He
devel opment of di spar at e i mpact cl ai ms i n
specifically intended to include disparate i
Housing Act t hat were enacted in the year
ecognition -iorhp adcits plairalhiel i t vy under t he FHA
di scriminatory intent: 't permits plaintiffs

ani mus that escape easy <classification as

be

109

al

di

al so held that housing authorities and priva

defend against disparate impact claims by stat
their policies." Justice Kenniempa catl sml aianu tti hoante
statistical di sparity must fail i f the plaint
causing that disparity.™"
Race
Emmm»>»> Col or
Nati onal Origin
Sex
_ Family Status
Disability
Rel i gion
Race
] Color
National Origin
Sex
—_ Family Status
Di sabil ity
Rel i gion
———— 4 Race
Col or
Nati onal Origin
———— = Sex
Family Status
Di sability
- Religion
AFHC 2017 Annual Repor3t4 to the



DEDt CATI"ON~ T-O

Governor Huckabee signed Act 1785 of 200C
Arkansas Fair Housing Act and the Arkansa

Since passage o0
Falr HousiI ng A«
State has taken

ensuring the f a
|l endi ng ri ght s
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(e DucATI /Of

Education/ C

obligation to edudate
ng Act. To furg@her

feder al , stat e, | bcal
ng Act.

Fal r
The Commi ssi on
ed them by the
ni cal and ot her
awareness about

Housing

has a statutory
Arkansas Fair Housi

assistance to
the Fair Housi

statewide effort whidgh <c
conference and | istening
organi zalbhd sends @rngla miozua ti inc
as the Arkansas Realtors
host community events to s

The Commi ssi on
-hal l meetings an annual
nities, public/ private
feder al entities, such
AEDC, DHS and ADH, to

i mpl ements a

The Commi ssion works to meet the needs of the ge

vider s

adverti sement s,

by

producing

and

poster s,

di ssem
pamphl

AFHC

nat.
et s

2017

ng
and

Annual

f ai

brochures.

r
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Annual Fair Housing/ Fair Le

A -
v T -

2017 Annual Arkansas Fair Housing/Fair Lending Conf

Arkansas Fair Housing Commissio
2017 Annual Fair Housing/ Fair Lendi
AAffirming Our Onenesso
ApriloRriotatrl e Rock, AR

Approxi mately than 300ayegventerwhdi ¢clorf e¢hisr é:i

housing/fair | endingcbamgeatrs obohbseedaht erg
housing rights and responsibilities. This an
I's the Commi ssionds | argest single education
tinuing | egal education for attorneys and co
ci al wor kers and other i ndustry professional
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EDUICATI1 ON

Ar kansas Fair Housing Commi ssi
2017 Annual Fair Housing/ Fair Lend
AAffirming Our Onenesso
Apribl, 26@it1tl e Rock, AR

2017 Conference speakers included: the Bryan G
the Feder al Bureau of I nvestigation; the NAACP
Arkansas Department of Heal t h; the Feder al De |
serve Bank of St. Louis; Judge Alice Gray (6th
School of Public Health; the University of Ar k.
kansas Urban League,; the Arkansas State Confer
Associati on; Arkansas Department of Human Seryv
Hunger Relief Alliance; the University of Kent

Centr al Arkansas Reentry Coalition; the U.S. C
Region VI Oof fice; WE ACT for Environment al Jus
t he New Orleans Housing Authority; the William

2017 Arkansas Fair Housing Conference
AAffirming Our Onenesso
April 2018
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